


Evan Bruno

Artistic Director

A WORD FROM THE
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

How can | fully convey the ways in which I've been inspired,
challenged and moved in these first twelve months as the Artistic
Director of Anima - Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus?

I have long held high regard for this esteemed organization.
Under the exceptional leadership of my predecessors like Doreen
and Emily, Anima - GECC has exemplified the finest in choral
education and performance. From Grammy-award winning
performances to international travel, Anima provides singers in
Glen Ellyn and its surrounding communities with a truly world-
class musical experience.

As we know these past few years have been challenging in many
ways. Funding for the arts has changed, students are inclined to
try many activities as opposed to just one and a global pandemic
stopped us all in our tracks. | arrived to an organization where the
numbers were down but the spirit and sense of community were
as emboldened as they’ve always been!

The world we live in has changed. We know that young people
are more committed than ever and they also carry the burden of
social media, climate change, mental health, and identity. Many
students find that expressing themselves fully and truthfully
comes with the harsh scrutiny of the world around them. They
need a safe space and we must engage them in new ways!

Choral singing helps to develop the whole child by giving them a
safe space to find their voice. Our repertoire will continue to
expose young minds to global communities, inspiring curiosity,
empathy and open-mindedness.

Our mission is to get more kids singing in more ways and in more
places. This coming year we’re adding classes to engage more
young people and provide more opportunities for singing with us.
Classes to look forward to are Glen Ellyn Carolers, Musical
Theater Workshops, and for our youngest choristers, Prep
Chorus! Next summer, we’'ll be partnering with D41 Foundation to
engage with their summer musical.

One singer commented that Anima is where choir and community
meet. We are renewing our commitment to local and community-
based performances. Look for Anima - GECC at events around
town!

Five hundred, twenty-five thousand, six hundred minutes. How
do we measure the fullness of this year? When we measure it in
joy, I will tell you that it feels very full and complete. But, when |
think about it in terms of the journey, WE are just getting started!
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I love singing, and being with people with the same
interest is just amazing. But I've also found that everyone
here is going through issues and that we all need a safe
space. Anima is that place, no one judges you on your
identity, sexuality, or race. There are no groups within the
group and everyone’s always included. Whenever | feel
down | just remember that | have everyone in Anima ready
to back me up. | wish that everyone in the world could
have a safe place like Anima, and I’'m very blessed to be
here and to have friends and family like Anima.

- 6th Grade Concert Chorister

A YEAR IN REVIEW

e August 2022: Evan Bruno is named Artistic Director of Anima - Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus
December 2022: Sip & Sing held for the first time

December 2022: Winter Concert, Wentz Hall

March 2023: J.S. Bach’s St. Matthew Passion with Music of the Baroque

March 2023: Musical Theater Showcase, First United Methodist Church of Glen Ellyn

April 2023: Return of SingFest with Dr. Rollo Dilworth (SingFest was last held in 2019)

May 2023: Spring Concert, First United Methodist of Glen Ellyn

May 2023: New website is launched

June 2023: Anima participates in Lombard Family Pride Festival

June/July 2023: Be A PopStar! Summercamp

July 2023: Tour to London and Canterbury as part of the International Children’s Chorus Festival

WMWW 7

W&VW'




-
lg é e N = 9 - \ig ]
Y T3 Yo B EYBIVE
2 & & o2 = = el i
«» " V 3 " E g
y
\
A & A
E— ‘ 0
= | -

0%

Families enrolled in Anima - GECC
for the 2022-2023 program year
would highly recommend the chorus
to a friend.

100%

Of students surveyed are satisfied or
highly satisfied with their experience
in Anima - GECC.

College enroliment for graduating seniors.

Graduating Seniors:

Iris Swanberg, Mount Mary University
Daniel Prokudin, College of DuPage
Jackson Zier, College of DuPage




Tour 2023: London and Canterbury

-

This tour marked Anima’s first tour since 2018 and transformed the lives of our
youth by providing them with the opportunity to form deeper bonds with their
friends within the chorus, meet new friends from neighboring children’s choruses -
specifically our “cousins” at Indianapolis Children’s Chorus, and begin to gain
skills necessary to be classified as a global citizen. Our singers performed three
times in Canterbury Cathedral, viewed the Crown Jewels in the Tower of London
and even got to see “Wicked” on London’s historic West End.










Financial Data

Income
Endowment & Other Revenue
1%
T $339L12
Total Operating Revenue
$352,652.10
Development Tuition, Programs
44.2% & Tour
$155,989.67 54.8%
$193,271.31
EXxpenses

Marketing & Advertisement

$2,720.86

Total Operating Expenses
$322,539.48

Programs
72.5%
$233,760.15



OUR DONORS

Leadership Circle: $10,000+
lllinois Arts Council Agency
Christina and Christopher Lovely
Maggie and Mike McCoy

Golden Circle: $5,000 - $9,999
Annonymous

Amy and Tim Hohulin

Krasberg Mason Foundation

Conductor’s Circle: $2,500 - $4,999
Evan Bruno and Andres Torres

President’s Circle: $1,000 - $2,499
Susan and Michael Bruno

Janet and David Fox

Kay and Rick Kehoe

Patricia Johansen

Kathy Stodgell and David Mook
Mary Beth and James Theiss

Benefactor: $500 - $999

Ellen and Chris Albright

Lindsay Paris-Lopez and Alex Lopez
Doreen Rao

Pamela Shortall

Danielle and Scott Wetle

Patron: $250 - $499

Jim Brintnall

Karen and David Haugen
David Hill

Charles Sundquist

Supporter: $100 - $249
Gayle and Don Bartell
Gabriella and Vern Bean
Julia Nephew and Eric Bergman
Kelly Bylica

Denise Cmiel

Kathleen and Tom Drouin
Marilyn and John Evrard

Kay and Ed Kendall

Mary and Tim Loversky
Marylu and Timothy Maloney
Nancy Moran

Paula and Marty Mueller
Cynthia Paris

Tonya and Andrew Parravano
Jessica and Terry Pekny
Martha and Mark Pfefferman
Tammy Reese

Pat and Phil Rowland

Sandra Schweitzer

Priscilla Smith

Meg Dedolph and Jonathan Whitall

Friend: Up to $99
Heidi and Greg Anderson
Anonymous

Katie Armstrong

Robert Bergman

Sandi Boll

Jen and Doug Bradbury
Joe Cericola

Chad Cochrane

Holly DeNeve

Emily Ellsworth
Catherine Flaatten



OUR DONORS

Friend cont.

Rachel Hansell

L.B. Harrison

Edna Heatherington
Karen and David Haugen
Sara Henry

Colleen and Matt Hindman
Cristin Hock

Heidi Hoppe

Melinda Keske

William Kessler

Joan and Matt Klaus
Dale Knudson

Gail Knudson

Laura and Ryan Kommers
Nancy Kreller

Ashley Lindstrom

Allison Loli

Megan Marshall

William McCauley

Susan McGuan

Jo Meador McCall

Maria Metz

Ashlyn Modlin

Rosanne Modlin

Leslie Morgan

Susan Mooney

Helen and Charles Moure
Network for Good
Madeleine Nephew

George Peck

Lindsay and Douglas Pekny
Pledgeling Foundation

Keri and Matthew Poi

Lore Price

Emily Puntuzs

Doe Quebbeman Catanzarite
Katie Quebbeman Catanzarite
Richard Raab

Gretchen Raab-Wheatley
Jennifer and Joseph Ruth

Amy and Paul Schmerold
Elizabeth and Raymond Shishkoff
Marcia and Lee Smits

Shannon and Matthew Sprunger
Lora Wisniewski

Jill Wordekemper




OUR INSTITUTIONAL AND
BUSINESS SUPPORTERS

Institutional Supporters
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Business Supporters

“ S The Original 1
MEAGAN of
SHUPTAR Glen Ellyn

Ellen Raab Kim Lloyd

Albright Eichenauer



ani nma.

Glen Ellyn
Children’s
Chorus

Help us empower young people to find their voice!
© <©

501 Hill Avenue
Glen Ellyn, lllinois 60137
www.anima-singers.org

Stay Connected
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